
Appendix 1 

 

Strategic Plan Consultation - August/September2020 

 

6-week consultation period 
 
19 responses received 

- 8 from town/parish councils 
- 11 from individuals 

 
72 comments provided 
 
Local Economy  Communities, Health & Housing 
Agriculture 1  Crime 1 
Broadband 2  Climate Change 2 
Support Business 7  Leisure 1 
Tourism 1  Local Needs 9 
Town Centres 1  Transport 1 

Number of Comments 12  Number of Comments 14 
     
Our Environment  Our Council 
Carbon Footprint 7  Coastal Protection 1 
Carbon v Priorities 1  Diversity 2 
Coastal 1  General 8 
Communities 2  Number of Comments 11 
Habitats 3    
Planning 13  Other Comments 3 
Recycling 5    

Number of Comments 32    
  



Theme 1: Local Economy 

The Parish Council would like to see agriculture championed - this is a vital 
part of the local economy and a very important part of the South-West’s 
heritage. 

Agriculture 

  

There should be action to provide fast broadband to our rural area. Despite 
good official figures for national coverage, in my location that is not so, and 
we are still the forgotten few. It would be good to see some form of comment 
in the plan to actually get what has been promised for so long now. 

Broadband 

Lobby and strive for improved digital connectivity 

  

Deliver the Northam Burrows Visitor Centre as a quality workspace, visitor, 
tourism and education destination 

Support 
Business 

Encourage business and enterprise through investment and business 
support 

In each of these areas, and generally across the region, working from home, 
or working from flexible office space, is going to become more prevalent due 
to the long-term impacts of Covid. To enable working from home suitable 
mobile phone and broadband coverage needs to be ensured.  Any proposed 
workspace or enterprise centres should include flexible workspaces. This will 
enable people working from home to have access to professional office and 
meeting space as required. This reflects the change to a more flexible work 
environment post Covid. If some of these are established by the Council then 
they could be used as a direct revenue stream from rental and encourages 
businesses to settle and/or remain in the district. 

Who is responsible for action and reporting on the Local Economy? 

Now that Appledore Ship Yard has a future, how will TDC work with the 
Company to ensure that local people meet the advanced technical demands 
and administrative requirements of this industry?  Torridge people locally 
trained and locally employed. 

Should TDC engage with entrepreneurs,(as in Woolsery) to get ideas to help 
develop the District. 

Working with local bodies, councils, groups - like the Conservators for open 
green spaces, CDT/Future Group for economic development, these people 
have knowledge on the ground and should be consulted to feed into these 
plans. 

  

Though there is reference to Torridge and North Devon Local Plan there is 
no mention of Tourism in the strategy. Tourism is a major element in the 
social and economic structure of Northern Devon and should be highlighted 
in the plan. 

Tourism 

  

That Torridge District Council develops 15 minutes economies. Town 
Centres 

 

  



Theme 2: Communities, Health & Housing 

Victoria Park... can we have some enforcement on the no cycling and no 
dogs off leads rules please? I take my dog to the park BECAUSE I have to 
keep him on a lead. He’s not great with other dogs and I’m expecting all the 
dogs in the park to be on leads to make my walk a pleasant one... sadly that 
is rarely the case. And on the subject of the park... what’s the rules about 
boozing in there? I know the rules but sadly that’s not being enforced either. 

Crime 

  

Developers are capable of building zero emission houses and yet we are left 
with inefficient housing when it comes to climate change.  Devon, Torridge 
and Bideford councils all declared a climate emergency over eighteen 
months ago.  

Climate 
Change 

Car based economies are killing our high street and adding to the climate 
emergency and yet developers are still insistent that we need more roads 
and cars. 

  

Leisure facilities - there is no mention, the word is not event found in the 
slides. Such leisure facilities are needed to be kept and maintained to a 
good/excellent standard to keep residents' health and wellbeing in good 
shape. If there is scope to renew/update facilities to be in a good state of 
repair and look modern, then that too would be welcome. This includes the 
tennis courts nearby which I believe are also in a bad state of repair. 

Leisure 

  

Implement a Housing Delivery Strategy that provides creative solutions to 
meet the housing need of the district -Please do not ignore local 
communities when deciding on housing. In Ashwater, you railroaded through 
planning permission for an unwanted and not needed second housing 
estate. Our housing need was fulfilled by the first housing estate. Increased 
housing here has caused a big increase in traffic. Our roads, which are 
potholed, single track, and used by heavy agricultural plant hire are now over 
busy, and the traffic increase is causing us problems ranging from all night 
noise pollution to vehicle pollution and dangerous driving with agricultural 
plant screeching and sliding to a halt outside residential houses to let other 
vehicles pass. Please do not build houses where the resources aren't 
suitable or sufficient. 

Local 
Needs 

Good quality homes? The plan doesn’t stipulate. Important to keep 
playgrounds funded and swimming pools open. Help keep the remaining 
Hospital open, support Healthy Lifestyles, encourage Construction as long 
as the infrastructure can manage ie road systems and sewerage without 
impacting on the environment, keep swimming pools and parks maintained , 
and support our police to keep crime down. 

I have read your ‘Strategic Consultation’ and ask you to include making the 
Rural and Urban Roads in Built-Up Areas (I.e. housing developments) a 
Mandatory 20 mph speed limit to reduce accidents and make the areas a 
much safer place (mainly for the elderly and children). Please visit our 
campaign web site www.20splentyforus.org.uk for more information of the 
benefits of a reduced speed limit. I have tried for over a year to get a 20 mph 
zone for Parkham village, a No from the Parish Council and a negative 
response from the Highways Dept Exeter, not enough deaths/accidents to 
warrant it, so I joined the above to further my efforts to get 20 mph. 

Implement a Housing Delivery Strategy that provides creative solutions to 
meet the housing need of the district 

Investigate the feasibility of becoming a direct housing provider 



The housing delivery strategy must include affordable housing. “Affordable” 
must be rigorously defined to ensure it is available to encourage the 
retention of a suitable workforce for local enterprise creation. Thought must 
be given to effective low-cost short-term rental accommodation to house the 
increase in working population during the high tourist season. Effective 
management and control of existing rental stock is essential to prevent poor 
quality accommodation that poses a long-term health risk. 

New build housing quality is essential. This is an ideal time to look at 
improving the level of building regulations and setting Torridge as a leader in 
housing quality. There are multiple specific areas that can be improved upon 
– ventilation, access for the disabled, future proofing in regards of energy 
and vehicle use etc. There are also multiple routes to achieve better housing 
such as Offsite/MMC building (which has Government support). As a direct 
housing supplier it would be possible to establish a factory in the district 
(creating local employment) that could build the required housing. Using 
local contractors to install/erect at the eventual site. The Council then retains 
control over the delivery process, encourages local businesses and creates 
local growth. 

Increase availability of quality homes 
Action – increase by how many and where? Is this affordable housing, social 
housing or development housing? What defines quality housing? 
 
Implement a housing and development strategy  
Do we have one? What is it? Will TDC develop one? 
 
Action – Investigate becoming a direct housing provider 
 -  Why? Would local community be happy to fund building of social housing 
at reduced rents. What is the pay back on this? Are there grants available? -  
--  Can Torridge borrow to fund building? Would Torridge need to employ 
addition people for maintenance, rent collection etc?  
-  Who decides who gets housing? 
 
Will we need a development of a housing priority scheme? 
- How does this address rural social housing? 
- Should a strategy also include, say 5 houses in every village, linked to rural 
community  
- Would it not be better to work with local housing associations, DCC to 
develop affordable housing.  If HA’s are not helpful, engage with local MP. 
       
What is the homelessness strategy? 
-  What is the increase in capacity required – 1 or 100? How large is our 
homelessness problem? 
Are TDC proposing to build homeless accommodation? 
 
Reduce health inequalities   
  
Adopt DCC action plan 
-  Will adding cycle ways and footpaths really reduce local health    
inequalities? How? 
 -  Addition footpaths and cycleways will mainly aid tourism. Should priority 
be given to developing the Holsworthy to Bude cycleway? With that a key 
strategic Plan item 
-  Improved signage for existing cycleways would be a cheap quick   benefit, 
as currently signage is poor 
 



The technology is there and available to build up to date housing stock, and 
yes it should be affordable as well. There are hundreds of developments 
going up, some of which have "no" affordable housing? 
A survey of housing needs should be a priority. There should be no one 
homeless in our district. We should be providing council houses. The old 
council offices would have been (and still could be) a perfect start, but you 
are selling them to a private developer. 

 

  

- Improved rural transport 
- Does Holsworthy Community Transport in its current format meet our 
community’s needs? 
 

Transport 

  



Theme 3: Our Environment, Our Future 

While it is important to protect the environment and ‘reduce the eco 
footprint’, The Council would like to see this approached with a common 
sense attitude. - there is so much that can be done at low cost and they 
would rather see money spent on repairing roads rather than on electric 
cars. 

Carbon 
Footprint 

We need more than a village green and woodland fringes. We need fore 
site for all housing to have solar panels, their own green gardens,tree lined 
walls ,underground parking ,diverse cycling and walking areas....social 
meeting places with room for distant socialising with streams and ponds to 
create space. 

The Parish Council are also not in favour of centralised recycling which 
would have an impact on the carbon footprint. 

That Torridge District Council moves away from a car-based economy. 

That Torridge District Council re-examines the ban on onshore wind 
turbines. 

This council needs to adopt a fundamental change. A real paradigm shift. 
It needs to look to the future. 
Training 
Education 
Climate emergency (which was declared over a year ago now with nothing 
done in that time). 
Tidal energy 
Fusion 
We may not have a future to prepare for if we do not act now. 
I do not want fire tornados to be normalised. 

Reduce the eco footprint by 2030 
-  Why by 2030 when the government is 2050? 
-  Was is the cost benefit of a centralised waste centre? 
-  Does carbon plan exist, if so why not already adopted? 
-  What does ensuring climate change and biodiversity at heart of    
governance and processes actually mean? 
-  Seek carbon reduction - is that not in the carbon plan? What does seek 
mean 

  

While the plan covers most of the environmental benefits that it Is 
becoming more common in strategic plans, it would be good to see the 
council more bold in its approach. We seem as a Parish Council to spend 
much time dealing with individual complaints, highway issues and 
problems rather than gathering thoughts on how to make our villages and 
towns more people friendly. 

Carbon v 
Priorities 

  

Coastal Defences 
How can we be responsive to erosion risks? Where, how?  
Work in partnership with who?  
Lobby who? DCC, MP’s? 

Coastal 

  

It is hoped to build some 1,000 +/- social houses will be built to meet the 
needs of families and youngsters living in the area. Need to look at the 
cycling for all cities all over the world. 

Communities 

Deliver clean spaces 
 What is a play strategy? Who will develop it? 

  



We cannot expect developers to propose these type of diverse habitats. 
We need to have these thoughts on our local agendas to make a 
difference. 

Habitats 

That Torridge District Council supports biodiversity and insect life. 

That Torridge District Council explores re-wilding.  

  

My succinct view, after many letters concerning/ objecting to what appears 
a developers charter for Torrington e.g. the Burwood development against 
all local wishes plus other large housing applications at several other site 
proposals, is that consultation is practically irrelevant to the individual. 
Torrington has one through road for the most part single lane along Calf 
St. and New St. unable now to cope with existing peak traffic. Yet this 
seems not to matter a jot. Build another 300-400 houses and watch it 
gridlock, becoming dangerous for pupils/ pedestrians causing worse air 
pollution and quality of life for Torrington inhabitants. Demands on roads, 
schools and health centres increase beyond comfort and capacity and the 
roads to Bideford and Barnstaple become increasingly time lengthy and 
dangerous. I would like to think local opinions make a difference but sadly 
evidence seems to suggest very little. Build, build and perhaps sort out the 
mess later one day seems to be the route being followed. 

Planning 

With respect to local housing needs and the abandoning of Section 106 
due to central government recently changing the planning rules, how is 
that going to be met now? 

That Torridge District Council develops a tree strategy. 

That Torridge District Council re visits the five-year land supply. 

Housing... the need for reasonably priced housing is obvious but approving 
developments, by the likes of Redrow and Bloor Homes, that are entirely 
made up of 4+ bedroom homes at £300,000+ is a mistake. Good for the 
developers, not good for low income local families. Also, much more 
consideration must be given to whether the land use offers adequate 
drainage (I’m thinking of the College Park fiasco)... the building of more 
homes between College Park and the A39 turn off will only worsen this 
problem. 

One thing I would strongly recommend would be to stop all new 
developments from now. I am not anti-development, but it seems that the 
way we are doing it is entirely unsustainable. We are short of school 
places, hospital wards, GP surgeries, jobs, sewage treatment facilities, 
transport infrastructure, training opportunities. I'm sure that I could add to 
this and I'm sure that I am not the first to say it.  Affordable housing is often 
omitted entirely. Disabled access is also an issue. 

We are also building on flood plains. I have to ask myself who are these 
houses for? Persimmon homes gave out over five hundred million in 
bonuses a couple of years ago so obviously the developers are 
prospering. Second homeowners (over five million in the UK now) and air 
b and b are most likely also prospering. I am pro development. The right 
building at the right time in the right place for the people that need it.  An 
in-depth survey of housing needs would seem to be one obvious answer 
carried out by an independent advisor. 

One of the most important things is to engage with the public. Although I 
am answering this and feeding back I would imagine that most people will 
not. It's about time we stopped developing housing projects that do not 
serve the people of Torridge and that are not environmentally acceptable. 



The technology is there and available to build up to date housing stock, 
and yes it should be affordable as well. There are hundreds of 
developments going up, some of which have "no" affordable housing? 
A survey of housing needs should be a priority. There should be no one 
homeless in our district. We should be providing council houses. The old 
council offices would have been (and still could be) a perfect start, but you 
are selling them to a private developer. 

I have seen three schools shut since I have lived in Bideford. We need to 
be training kids for the future. Londonderry was promised a school and a 
community centre in the eighties. They still do not have it. 

Planning 
 Is planning not communities and housing?   Should we not develop a plan 
first?   Should plan include homelessness and rural social affordable          
housing?  Could we work with entrepreneurs (e.g. Woolsery) to develop 
local businesses 

Review local plan 
What does the action mean? What investment and opportunity is there? 
What development do we want? What natural assets do we have? 
What action creates stronger resilient communities? 

Having an economic plan is well and good, but this needs to be supported 
with financial measures on developers to bring investment to the town and 
so a 'safe' and 'sustainable' planning structure which balances the needs 
of residents, industry and communities. 

  

Relocate all Waste and Recycling resources to one new modern 
Environmental Centre -Could you clarify what this means? We need local 
waste and recycling centres. Does this mean you will be closing the local 
sites we all use? If so, this is a dreadful idea that does not in anyway help 
the residents of Devon. For example, if Launceston waste and recycling 
centre closes, we will be disadvantaged.  As you are aware, closing local 
centres increases the risk of fly tipping, which is a scourge on our society. 
If this is what you plan to save money, it will be tantamount to you 
deliberately planning to pollute our countryside and unacceptable.  If you 
want to save money, cut the top salaries of your managers. 

Recycling 

the statement referring to centralise re-cycling was interesting, but raises 
the obvious question as to where and how this is going to be done. 

The Parish Council feel there is lots of good idea but it is currently a bit 
vague no real in-depth information. e.g Relocate all Waste and Recycling 
resources to one new modern Environmental Centre. Do the council have 
a site? Where is the site? The Parish Councillors look forward to the next 
stage with more information. 

Refuse and Recycling - Please switch to wheelie bins and end the 1970’s 
vision we all have every bin day. Black sacks are an invitation for seagulls 
and the open boxes for recycling are just a nightmare on windy days, 
which is most days. I’ve lost count of the number of times I’ve had to clean 
up outside the house. 

Relocate all Waste and Recycling resources to one new modern 
Environmental Centre. Local waste collection needs to be retained as the 
district has many people who are unable to transport waste to a 
centralised location. With a high proportion of rental properties, the 
problem of “changeover day” waste needs to be addressed. Properties 
declared as short term rentals (via the Council tax) could be subject to 
additional cost – to cover additional waste collection? 

 



Theme 4: Our Council  

Be responsive to erosion risks and work in partnership for the protection of 
our coastal assets and communities -I agree our coastal assets need 
protecting. They need protecting from the sewage discharged regularly by 
South West Water into our seas, they need protecting from tourists who don't 
respect our local coast. So when you're increasing tourism, which is already 
at its peak and doesn't need increasing, please do not make our county 
overcrowded. We already have to avoid the beaches in summer, and this 
year with covid have had to avoid many of not all of our local beauty spots 
due to overcrowding and disrespectful tourists. 

Coastal 
Protection 

  

The Plan should reflect and be inclusive and open to diversity, welcoming 
people of all religions and ethnic minority backgrounds, recognising the way 
Torridge will be in the future and not just now. 

Diversity 

How about increasing social diversity within the district 

  

Who is responsible for action and reporting on Our Council? General 

What is the Priority Order? 

Is there funding to develop a new website?  Is this an external action? 

Are some of these tasks to meet a statute requirement? Therefore, the day 
job? 

Many of the actions are open ended with no discernible end or measure of 
success. 

The plan is aspirational and very general.   

The Parish Council feels that there needs to be much more clarity, as the 
vision seems somewhat vague. 

What capacity is there to complete any of these tasks when the tasks are 
very open ended with no defined end state. How will you measure success? 

 

 

  



Other Comments 

I'd like to think our opinions count, as you say, but having seen our opinions 
completely and utterly ignored over planning permission for a second 
housing estate in our tiny village I don't believe our opinions do count at all. 

Planning 

  

The last time I saw this was the 5-year plan in the Gulf States. Empty 
rhetoric designed to appease the population and to justify their vastly over 
inflated salaries. STOP THE BUILDING !!!!! 1) Thriving economy, yes for the 
tourist industry. Quality jobs and employment, that is a laugh. Care homes, 
supermarkets and that is it. Quality homes, maybe for those that can afford 
it, certainly not for the young who are lucky if they can make £8.00 an hour. 
Eco-footprint. There is a great boot print stamped on in the Torridge with all 
these planning permissions being approved. The best of all is quality service. 
Rubbish strewn all over the place. Weeds everywhere. Roads that look like 
the service of the moon. Go to Spain you lot and you will see people 
employed all over the place maintaining a high standard. Not one worker, 
surrounded and supervised by ex-university graduates with no experience. 
The only people with a good income around here are the TDC council 
employees. 

Facebook 
Post 

  

Covid 19 has had a major impact on the region. The strategic plan needs to 
be a joined-up responses and not individual, stand-alone actions. Tourism 
plays a major role in the region, and post Covid tourist numbers are set to 
increase. The increase this year has caused consternation among locals, 
and some strong feelings being voiced. Tourism brings issues with waste 
disposal, additional dogs and traffic problems, including parking. These 
issues will grow each year. They must be tackled directly. Park and ride 
schemes. Parking controls such including wardens and ANPR systems. 
Pedestrianisation of towns and villages is to be encouraged. In my own 
village, Appledore, the free for all parking is a shambles, and traffic control is 
non-existent. This needs to be addressed now.   

General 

  

 


